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Members present:  
Michelle Kommer, Jason Bohrer, Al Christianson, Ron 
Day, Dale Niezwaag, David Straley, Danette Welsh, 
Jeff Zueger 
 
Ex Officio Members present: 
Julie Voeck 
 
Others present: 
See Appendix A for additional public 
 

   CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME 
 Chairwoman Michelle Kommer welcomed 
members and guests.  She has replaced Interim 
Chairman Shawn Kessel.  She proceeds Jay Schuler 
as Commerce Commissioner.    
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion made by Christianson and seconded by Day 
to approve the minutes of January 8th, 2018. Motion 
carried. 

 
REVIEW OF TRACKED BILLS 

Members discussed the list of bills, stating consensus 
for, “watch bill,” “support bill,” or “oppose bill.” 
Appendix B 
 
HB 1014 – Defraying the expenses of the Industrial 
Commission. 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/16 & 01/17  
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1024 – Defraying the expenses of the Dept. of 
Environmental Quality 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/10 

Motion: It was moved by Christian and seconded by 
Day to support HB 1024 and have representation from 
the EmPower ND commission or the Chair of the 
commission to testify in support at the next committee 
hearing. Motion carried. 
 
HB 1091 – Operation of the Dept. of Emergency 
Services 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/11; 01/14 – DO PASS 
WATCH BILL 
 

 
 
 
HB 1167 – Exclusion and avoidance areas for a wind 
turbine; and to provide application 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/18 

Motion: It was moved by Day and seconded by Welsh 
to oppose HB 1167. Motion carried. 
 
HB 1205 – Sales and Use Tax Exemption for 
materials used to construct a fertilizer or chemical 
processing facility and to provide an effective date.  
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/14 

Motion: It was moved by Straley and seconded by 
Bohrer to support HB 1205.Motion carried. 
 
HB 1225 – Provide for a legislative management 
study of future energy innovation; and to provide 
appropriation. 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/18 
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1238 – Relating to a fee for electric vehicles. 
REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION CMTTEE 
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1299 – Duration of easements on the use of real 
property for pipelines. 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/18 
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1362 – Right of utilities to cross over or under a 
railroad right of way and to provide for application. 
REFERRED TO POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1438 – Bonds for reclamation of well sites. 
REFERRED TO ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES  
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1439 – Oil extraction tax exemption for the 
incremental production from tertiary recovery 
projects using carbon dioxide and to provide an 
effective date. 
REFERRED TO ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES 
WATCH BILL 
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HB 1440 – Protection of groundwater and other 
responsibilities of a mineral developer. 
REFERRED TO ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES 
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1449 – State aid distribution fund and the oil 
extraction tax rate and distribution; and to provide 
an effective date. 
REFERRED TO FINANCE & TAXATION COMMITTEE 
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1474 – Relating to the authority of a county or 
city to levy an infrastructure tax in lieu of special 
assessments. 
REFERRED TO POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1480 – Relating to Compressed natural gas 
fueling stations; creation of a compressed natural 
gas conversion fund, flaring reduction, and 
compressed natural gas conversion fund, flaring 
reduction, and compressed natural gas motor 
vehicle excise tax rebates.  
REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
WATCH BILL 
 
HB 1490 – Loss of oil and gas production payments 
REFERRED TO ENERGY & NATUAL RESOURCES 
WATCH BILL 
 
SB 2008 – An act to provide an appropriation for 
defraying the expenses of the public service 
commissions; and to provide for a transfer. 
REFERRED TO APPROPRIATIONS 
WATCH BILL 
 
SB 2038 – Energy Conversion and Transmission 
Facility Siting, gas & liquid energy conversion, and 
gas & liquid transmission facility siting. 
PASSED SENATE 
WATCH BILL 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SB 2039 – Relating to the development and 
implementation of a skilled workforce scholarship 
program to provide a continuing appropriation & to 
provide a transfer. 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/09 
WATCH BILL    - ADD HB 1171 in relation to SB 2039 
 
SB 2044 – Relating to tampering with or damaging 
a critical infrastructure facility or a public service; 
and to provide a penalty.  
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/18 

Motion: It was moved by Niezwaag and seconded by 
Day to support SB 2044 and have representation from 
the commission or the Chair of the EmPower ND 
Commission to testify in support at the next committee 
hearing.  Motion carried.  
 
SB 2061 – Road use fee for electric & hybrid 
vehicles 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/10 
WATCH BILL 
 
SB 2100 – Relating to the decommissioning of solar 
energy conversion facilities. 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/04 
WATCH BILL 
 
SB 2109 – Relating to the duties and responsibilities 
of the Dept of Environmental Quality; to amend and 
reenact sections. 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/10 

Motion: It was moved by Day and seconded by 
Christianson to support SB 2109. Motion carried.  
 
SB 2123 – Confiscation of equipment & recovery for 
costs of plugging & reclamation of sites with bonds 
held by the ND IC 
COMMITTEE HEARING – 01/14 – amended, DO PASS 
WATCH BILL 
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SB 2207 – Removal of term limits for members of 
the ND Ethanol Council. 
REFERRED TO AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 

Motion: It was moved by Zueger and seconded by 
Christianson to support SB 2207.Motion carried. 
 
SB 2209 – Protection for records related to critical 
infrastructure and security planning, mitigation or 
threats. 
REFERRED TO INDUSTRY, BUSINESS & LABOR 

Motion: It was moved by Niezwaag and seconded by 
Christianson to support SB 2209. Motion carried. 
 
SB 2249 – State energy research center and the 
state energy research center fund; and to provide a 
continuing appropriation.  
REFERRED TO APPROPRIATIONS 
WATCH BILL 
 
SB 2254 – Relating to liens and wind energy 
property rights. 
REFERRED TO ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES 
WATCH BILL 
 
SB 2274 – Relating to integration of fractional tracts 
REFERRED TO ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES 
WATCH BILL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No comments 

 
 

FUTURE MEETING 
Legislative bill updates will be held at the Tax 
Department on 8th floor until further updates. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

With no further discussion, the meeting was 
unanimously adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
Michelle Kommer, Chairwoman      Date  
              
 
 
 
Sherri Frieze, Recording Secretary     Date 
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