
Minutes of the 

EMPOWER NORTH DAKOTA COMMISSION 
November 15th, 2012 

ND Job Service 
1601 E. Century Avenue 

Bismarck, ND 58503 
 

 
 
 
Members present:  
Al Anderson, Ron Day, Terry Goerger, Ron 
Ness, Mark Nisbet, Mike Rud, Randy 
Schneider, Andrea Stomberg, David Straley, 
Sandi Tabor 
 
Ex Officio Members present: 
Dave Schmitz 
 
Others present: 
Justin Dever, ND Department of Commerce 
Mike Fladeland, ND Department of Commerce 
Sherri Frieze, ND Department of Commerce 
Karlene Fine, ND Industrial Commission 
Deana Wiese, ND Ethanol Council 
Mike Anderson, ND Housing Finance Agency 
Todd Sando, ND Water Commission 
Doug Goehring, ND Agriculture Department 
Al Christianson, GRE 
Shane Goettle, Odney Advertising 
Ken Hellevang, NDSU Extension  
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME 
 Chairman Anderson called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. and welcomed Commission 
members and guests.   
 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Schneider and 
seconded by Day to approve the Minutes of 
August 16th & October 4th, 2012.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
 

Legislative Updates 
Commission bills & other bill drafts 

 Justin Dever discussed the four recommended 
EmPower ND bills that have been approved by the 
Energy Development & Transmission (ED&T) 
committee.  Appendix A 
 Dever then discussed other ED&T committee 
recommended bills. Appendix B  
  
 

 
 
 
 
Discussion continued with the EmPower ND 
Recommendations with possible legislation. 
Appendix C 
 1st bullet – County Commissioners, EmPower 
Commission and the Information Exchange 
Committee should be part of the review process in  
the study being conducted by the Upper Great 
Plains Transportation Institute. (UGPTI)   
 4th bullet – An independent study would be 
conducted to forecast population growth in the 
energy sector.  This study would help communities 
for planning of future growth. 
 6th bullet – Discussion ensued about not 
pursuing a FTE & funding at this time. It was 
mentioned to have more industry and 
congressional delegation involvement on 
regulation proposals. The category on the 
spreadsheet describing the 19 policy 
recommendations was changed from a 2 to a 3.     
  
 
 

Guest Speaker 
Todd Sando, State Water Commission 

 Todd Sando of the State Water Commission 
spoke on the funding needs throughout the state 
that will be addressed this legislative session.    
 Water supply is in need across the state and 
the State Water Commission is working with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for access to use 
water from Lake Sakakawea.  
 Sando mentioned a metering pilot project that 
is in place in western ND and potential legislation 
may follow this.   
 The State Water Commission is in the middle 
of an audit.  The audit report will be available to 
the Legislators and will disclose appropriation, 
metering and monitoring of water.   
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Guest Speaker 

Mike Anderson, ND Housing Finance 
Agency 

 Mike Anderson of the ND Housing Finance 
Agency spoke about the 2012 North Dakota 
Statewide Housing Needs Assessment Summary.  
 This Assessment Summary covers six 
categories projecting through the next 15 years.  
 The biggest share of growth is expected to 
happen in the housing market and the baby 
boomer population is also expected to grow by 
50,000 by the year 2025. Appendix D 

 
 

  
Guest Speaker 

Agriculture Commissioner, Doug 
Goehring, ND Agriculture Department 

 Commissioner Goehring spoke on the 
Mediation Services that are offered through the 
Agriculture Dept.  The service is a voluntary, 
confidential process guiding the parties involved 
through examination and discussion of the issues. 
Participants involved can be agricultural 
producers, energy developers and landowners.   
 Response to this process has been very 
positive.  There is additional information at the 
State Agriculture Department website 
 
 
 

Other Legislative issues 
 It was mentioned that the EmPower 
Commission needs to watch the Governor’s 
Workforce budget closely this session for 
appropriation support for workforce training at the 
colleges.   
  
 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS  
 It was discussed to set up the next EmPower 
ND meetings during Legislative session for 
Thursdays or when legislative bills may need 
discussion.  The Public Service Commission held 
the past EmPower ND meetings and may be a 
possible location again. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Future Speaker 
 Mike Fladeland mentioned that Jim Martin, 
EPA Region 8 Administrator, would be a possible 
speaker for a future meeting. Coordination with the 
ND Petroleum Council will help pinpoint the best 
available date for him to appear.  

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned unanimously at 
12:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Al Anderson    Date 
Chairman   
 
 
 
 
 
Sherri Frieze    Date 
Recording Secretary 
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