
Minutes of the 

EMPOWER NORTH DAKOTA COMMISSION 

July 9, 2013 
Brynhild Haugland Room  

Capitol 
Bismarck, ND 58503  

 
 
 
Members present:  
Al Anderson, Ron Day, Ron Ness, Mark 
Nisbet, Randy Schneider, Sandi Tabor, Terry 
Goerger, Mike Rud, John Weeda 
 
 
 
Ex Officio Members present: 
Mark Bring, proxy for Chuck MacFarLane 
Margaret Hodnick 
 
 
Public present via phone: 
Todd Kranda, Kelsch, Kelsch, Ruff & Kranda 
Law Firm 
Connie Ova, Jamestown/Stutsman County 
Development Corp. 
 
 
Others present: 
Mike Fladeland, Department of Commerce 
Justin Dever, Department of Commerce 
Sherri Frieze, Department of Commerce 
Andrea Holl Pfennig, Department of Commerce 
Carlee McLeod, Utility Shareholders of ND 
Karlene Fine, ND Industrial Commission 
Shane Goettle, Odney Advertising 
Deana Wiese, ND Ethanol Council 
Lance Gaebe, ND Dept. of Trust Lands 
Ken Hellevang, NDSU Extension 
Harlan Fuglesten, ND Assoc.of Rural Coop. 
Emily McKay, Great Plains Energy Corridor 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME  

 Chairman Anderson called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. and welcomed Commission 
members and guests.   
 
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Schneider and 
seconded by Day to approve the minutes of 
April 17th, 2013. Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 

 
 
 
 

EmPower ND Bills 
 Justin Dever gave an overview of Commission 
recommended legislation that was signed by the  
Governor.  He also discussed other bills supported 
by the Commission.  
Appendix A  
 

 
Great Plains Energy Corridor 

 Emily McKay, Director for the Great Plains 
Energy Corridor discussed the Draft Agenda 
items planned for the Great Plains & EmPower 
ND Energy Conference to be held Bismarck in 
October. Reference was made for next year’s 
agenda to possibly add a panel of speakers 
regarding ND Coal Regulations to include a 
Government Affairs person.  
 

 
ND Studies Energy Curriculum Project 

 McKay gave an update to the development 
of the energy curriculum for 4th and 8th grade 
students in ND.   
Appendix B  
  

 
Future of Energy Corridor 

 Kari Knutson, Vice President of the 
National Energy Center for Excellence asked 
members for their input on how they see short 
term and long term goals for the future of the 
National Center of Excellence Energy Corridor 
website.  The website is a communication hub 
for other energy websites.  
 

 
Value-Added Study – Request for 

Proposal and Scope of Work 
 Mike Fladeland, Commerce Department 
walked through the DRAFT Request for 
Proposal (RFP): Study to Evaluate Value-
Added Market Opportunities for Natural Gas 
Liquids produced in North Dakota. 
Appendix C 
 Members suggested redrafting the  
RFP with a Committee consisting of Weeda, 
Tabor, Day and Schneider.  The DRAFT would 
be discussed at the next EmPower ND 
meeting. 
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FUTURE MEETINGS 
 Members discussed the need to bring back 
the Strength, Weakness, Opportunity and Threat 
Analysis (SWOT) again for each industry.   
The SWOT Analysis for each industry would be 
done for the next upcoming meeting of August 
19th in Bismarck, ND. 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Ken Hellevang, NDSU Extension Service 
Education presented a summary on the 
Science and Research based education. 
Appendix D 
  

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
Al Anderson    Date 
Chairman   
 
 
 
Sherri Frieze    Date 
Recording Secretary 


















































































