
Minutes of the 

EMPOWER NORTH DAKOTA COMMISSION 

August 19th, 2013 
Great River Energy 

1611 East Century Avenue  
Bismarck, ND 58503 

 
 
Members present:  
Al Anderson, Ron Day, Ron, Ness, Mark 
Nisbet, Mike Rud, Randy Schneider, Andrea 
Stomberg, David Straley, Jason Bohrer, John 
Weeda 
 
Ex Officio Members: 
Julie Voeck, proxy for John DiDonato  
Jan Rudolf, proxy for Chuck MacFarlane 
Dave Schmitz, proxy for Margaret Hodnik 
Sandi Tabor 
 
Members present via phone: 
Eric Mack  
 
Others present: 
Justin Dever, Department of Commerce 
Mike Fladeland, Department of Commerce 
Sherri Frieze, Department of Commerce 
Andrea Holl Pfennig, Department of 
Commerce 
Karlene Fine, Industrial Commission 
John Olson, NextEra Energy 
Carlee McLeod, Utility Shareholders of ND 
Blake Nixon, Geronimo Energy 
Jay Hesse, Geronimo Energy 
 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME  
 Chairman Anderson called the meeting to 
order at 12:30 p.m. and welcomed 
Commission members and guests.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Schneider and 
seconded by Rud to approve the minutes 
of July 9th, 2013. Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Industry SWOT Analysis – Preparation and 

Reporting Schedule 
 Tabor discussed the Transmission SWOT and 
the updated changes.  
A copy of the updated Transmission SWOT is attached 
as Appendix A 
 The Biomass SWOT is complete, but it will be 
sent to Commerce to have it condensed for the 
next meeting.   
  
 
 
 

 
 
The Oil and Gas SWOT will be ready at the next 
meeting.  Ness commented that he would like to 
have Justin Kringstad from the ND Petroleum 
Association come to the next meeting for a 
presentation on natural gas flaring.  Al then asked 
the other industries; Ethanol, Wind, Refining, and 
Petroleum Marketers to be ready with their SWOT 
analysis for the next meeting. 
 

Geronimo Energy  
 Mark Nisbet, introduced Mr. Blake Nixon, 
President of Geronimo Energy.  Geronimo Energy 
is a small wind and solar energy company in 
Edina, Minneapolis that recently announced 
signing of a long term Wind Energy Purchase 
Agreement with Xcel Energy for a 200 megawatt 
wind energy facility in Stutsman County  
 

Review of RFPs, Ethanol and NGLs 
 Mike Fladeland discussed the process.   

 The Proposals will be reviewed and 
finalists will be identified by 
September 24th, 2013. 

 Meeting with Evaluation Committee 
and finalists by October 8th   

 Evaluations completed by October 
 15th, 2013. 
 State issues Notice of Intent to Award 
 Contract by October 17th, 2013. 
 State issues contract by October 
 24th, 2013. 
 Contract start November 1st, 2013. 

 
ND Century Code Section 57-06-14.1 

Extension 

 Julie Voeck, Next Era speaking on behalf of 
John DiDonato and John Olson of Next Era 
discussed the ND Century Code 57-06-14.1 
Taxable valuation of centrally assessed wind 
turbine electric generators.   
Discussion about the provision for incentives for 
wind economic development is set to expire 
January 1, 2015.  Next Era has asked for support 
from the Commission for an extension to the 
deadline. Future discussions will take place before 
the deadline.  
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OTHER 
 Weeda updated members on the North 
Dakota Studies Energy Curriculum Project. He 
mentioned that the committee has been getting 
great response from key stakeholders.  Weeda 
commented that a High School curriculum still 
needs to be funded and future plans will need to 
be put in place for that.   
 Tabor brought forward the issue of EPA, 
Region 8 and regulatory issues.  She discussed 
the state’s interest, a possible subcommittee, and 
travel plans that would be needed for that person 
who would join her in forming this subcommittee. 
Discussion ensued amongst members and Jason 
Bohrer of the Lignite Council volunteered to join 
Tabor. 
 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 The next meeting date is tentatively planned 
for October 14th, with the location unknown at 
this time. Sherri will work on the details and 
notify members as time draws nearer. 

 
 

 ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned unanimously at 2:30 
p.m. 
 
 
 
Al Anderson    Date 
Chairman   
 
 
 
 
Sherri Frieze    Date 
Recording Secretary 
 

 
 
 




