
Let’s begin with BearFacts by navigating to the website at: 
http://www.bea.gov/regional/bearfacts/. This will bring you 
to the service’s home page.  Here you’ll see there are 
three different geographies for you to choose from: State, 
County, Metropolitan Statistical Area.  Let’s choose the 
data at the County level.  (See image at left)  This will 
bring you to the state selection page; you are able to 
select the state by clicking on the desired state on the 
map, or by navigating through the state selection text box.  
Let’s click on North Dakota.  Now you will see the state’s 
county selection page; you are able to select the county in 
the same way as the state was selected.  Let’s select 
Burleigh county.   

This will bring you to the BearFacts page for Burleigh County North Dakota.  Along with a short description of the 
county, you’ll find: Per Capita Personal Income, Total Personal Income, and Components of Total Personal 
Income.  This data is nicely represented for you with a number of different chart types.  

You are also able to print this data or create a PDF file 
and download it to your computer.  To do this you’ll need 
to click on the arrow next to Tools at the top of the page. 

 

Once you do this, you’ll see the option to print or create a 
PDF file.  You’ll also notice the option to change your data 
selection area without returning to the search page.  You 
will be able to view data from different years, or change 
the county completely to view that county’s data.  Select 
the new criteria and click Update and your page will reflect 
the new information.  (See image at left) 
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This month we’ll explore the BearFacts and Personal Income by County Mapping feature, both provided by the 
Bureau of Economic Analysis.  BearFacts is used to describe an area’s personal income using current 
estimates, growth rates, and breakdown of sources of personal income.  The Personal Income by County 
Mapping feature will, as you would expect, represent income data by county.  The Bureau of Economic Analysis 
is responsible for promoting the U.S. economy by providing economic data.  
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Now let’s look at the Personal Income by County 
Mapping feature.  To begin, navigate to the following 
address: http://www.bea.gov/itable/, and select the 
last option (GDP & Personal Income Mapping).  
From this page you’ll have 4 options: Gross 
Domestic Product by State, Quarterly State Personal 
Income, Annual State Personal Income and 
Employment, and Personal Income by County.  Let’s 
expand the Personal Income by County option, and 
select the second option Personal Income Summary.  
(See image at left)  This will bring you to the second 
set of criteria.  Under State, select North Dakota.  
Under Statistic, select Per Capita Personal Income 
(Dollars).  Leave the Unit of Measure set to Levels.  
Feel free to change the Color scheme to whichever 

you like.  Select Next Step.  (See image at right)  You will then be asked to select the time period you want the 
mapped data to represent.  Leave the year 2012 selected, and click  Next Step. 

Now you should see the map of North Dakota with all 
of the counties shaded by personal income.  The 
legend is located on the bottom of the map.  You can 
also see the county’s name and average personal 
income by hovering your mouse over a county.  If you’d 
like to see this data in chart form, there is a Chart 
option on the top right of the page. (See bottom 
image)  Once you click on this, you will be able to add 
data to your chart by selecting which counties you want 
to view.  If you would like to view all of the counties and 
their average personal income, you can click on the 
Table icon next to the Chart icon.  There is also a 
Download and Print option if you’d like to save the data 
to your computer or print it out.   

If you’d like to change the state or the type of data 
being displayed, you can do so without going through 
all of the criteria.  Simply click on the Options icon 
(next to the Chart icon), and you are able to change 
the map and data.  There’s an abundance of data 
that you are able to map, such as population or 
earnings by place of work.  So now that you know 
how to use BearFacts and the Personal Income by 
County Mapping feature, take some time to discover 
all the data they have to offer.  They are great tools 
to use for economic development.  As always, feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions about 
these two great features!  
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