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Feature: Easy Stats— Powered by American Community Survey

This issue of Economic Development by the Numbers will look into Easy Stats, a new search tool from the Census Bureau.
Easy Stats was added to the Census webpage in early December to add a quick and easy way for fact finders to search
through selected local demographic and economic statistics provided from the American Community Survey. With the
American Community Survey, every community, every year receives detailed statistics about their people and their
homes.

Featured Web Site: http://www.census.gov/easystats/

Easy Stats was designed to help you can find specific statistics with minimal
effort and little time spent searching. Your search will return specific
information for a specific geographic location rather than a large table of
multiple data sets.

How to Use Easy Stats

The first step is selecting a topic category: Financial, Jobs, Housing, People, or
Education. After you have clicked on a category, a drop-down will appear
displaying a list of tables under sub-categories (refer to Topic Categories & Sub
-Categories box to the right).

When you have chosen the table where you expect to find the information you
seek, chose a geographic parameter for your data. Select the state from the
drop-down list displayed in the image of the continental United States. Then
you can refine your search by either county or place (city, town, or Census
designated place) by clicking the corresponding bubble button and selecting a
name from the drop-down menu. If you choose not to refine your search by
county or place, the resulting table will depict data for the selected state as a
whole.

When you are done selecting the criteria for your search, click “Get Results”.

Interpreting the Data Table

Data displayed in the result table will be from the American Community Survey
5-Year Estimate. The 5-year estimate records information on all Census
designated places, including towns and cities, regardless of the population
size. Because the 5-year estimate reflects data over 5 years, the data will be
more reliable than the 1-year or 3-year estimates and have a smaller margin of
error. The 1-year and 3-year estimates are better to use when it is more
important that the data is current.

If you feel that a 1-year or 3-year estimate would be better for your research,
go to FactFinder.com (http://factfinder2.census.gov/). FactFinder also

(701) 328-5300 North Dakota Department of Commerce

Topic Categories & Sub-Categories

Financial Housing
*  |ncome *  Tenure
*  Povert
¥ People
Jobs *  Population
*  Earnings *  Migration
*  Veteran Status .
. Education

*  Occupation

*  Enrollment

*  Attainment

1. Choose a topic

s [m

Financial
Current Table: None

Al

Housing

2. Select Geography

Optional: 3

(Seecasoe < |

111 ==
People  Education

)

4

Refine b)i‘ =) County or () Placel I

cloar Choices

www.NDCommerce.com


http://factfinder2.census.gov/�
http://www.census.gov/easystats/�

Economic Development by the Numbers

Interpreting the Data Table— Continued from Page 1

Easy Stats

Tenure
North Dakota

|y

Total Owner occupied Renter occupied

White 259,356 177,850 81,506

(£1,392) (x1,610) (£1,376)

some Other Race 1,148 442 708

(£222) (x129) (+187)

Two Or More Races 2,304 1,035 1,269
(+273) (+183) (+224) 3

Hispanic or Latino 3,592 1533 2,059

{+256) {+200) {+262)

/A '0" entry in the margin of error row indicates this estimate is controlied to be equal to an independent populationd therefore
§has no sampling error.

An '(x)' means that the estimate is not applicable or not available.

Margins Of Error wrill be included in the spreadsheet in a future release of Easy Stats.

ource: U5, Census Bureau, 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. | B

.
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Easy Stats— Results Table Window

provides information from the
Decennial Census, Economic Census,
American Housing Survey,
Population Estimates Program, and
more through their search utility.

Displaying Margin of Error

To display margin of error, select the
box at the bottom left of the result
table window (red box A).
Information on the survey and
estimate will also appear at the
bottom of the table (red box B). You
may have to scroll down for it to
appear in the viewing window.

Exporting to MS Excel
You can also export the table to
Microsoft Excel to manipulate, save,

or print your data. In order to export to Excel, click on the “MS Excel” button at the bottom right

of the result table window (displayed to the right with 1). A prompt will appear, asking if you
would like to open or save the file. If you plan on working with the data right away, opening it

first and then saving it would be a good option.

Embedding in a Website

1- X
& MS Excel

f—

2 g

There is also an option for embedding the Easy Stat window into a webpage. This is handy if

you’re putting together a website and want to include statistical information that can be found

through Easy Stats. To embed the window, click on the embed button at the top right corner of the Easy Stat window
(displayed above to the right with 2). After the “Embed This!” window opens, copy and paste the embed code into your

website.

About the American Community Survey

American Community Survey (ACS) is an ongoing survey
that provides data every year. Providing current
information about their social and economic needs
enables communities to plan how their resources will
be allocated. This information also helps determine
how billions of state and federal funds will be
distributed. The survey asks about: age, sex, race, family
and relationships, income and benefits, health
insurance, education, veteran status, disabilities,
employment and commutes, and housing and essential
costs.

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/

Difference between ACS and Census 2010

Starting in 2010, the Census began using the short-form
questionnaire. The short form collects basic
information on age,
household relationship, tenure, and vacancy
characteristics. The long form was considerably longer!
It asked additional questions on housing and
socioeconomic characteristics. Now, the ACS collects
the socioeconomic and housing characteristics that
used to be collected in the long-form Census.
Therefore, that information is now collected annually
rather than every ten years and provides a more
accurate description of the way people live in the US.

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/about the survey/

sex, race, Hispanic origin,

american_community survey and 2010 census/
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