
Easy Stats was designed to help you can find specific staƟsƟcs with minimal 
effort and liƩle Ɵme spent searching.  Your search will return specific 
informaƟon for a specific geographic locaƟon rather than a large table of 
mulƟple data sets. 
 

How to Use Easy Stats 
The first step is selecƟng a topic category: Financial, Jobs, Housing, People, or 
EducaƟon.  AŌer you have clicked on a category, a drop‐down will appear 
displaying a list of tables under sub‐categories (refer to Topic Categories & Sub
‐Categories box to the right).   
 

When you have chosen the table where you expect to find the informaƟon you 
seek, chose a geographic parameter for your data.  Select the state from the 
drop‐down list displayed in the image of the conƟnental United States.  Then 
you can refine your search by either county or place (city, town, or Census 
designated place) by clicking the corresponding bubble buƩon and selecƟng a 
name from the drop‐down menu.  If you choose not to refine your search by 
county or place, the resulƟng table will depict data for the selected state as a 
whole.   
 

When you are done selecƟng the criteria for your search, click “Get Results”. 
 

InterpreƟng the Data Table 
Data displayed in the result table will be from the American Community Survey 
5‐Year EsƟmate.  The 5‐year esƟmate records informaƟon on all Census 
designated places, including towns and ciƟes, regardless of the populaƟon 
size.  Because the 5‐year esƟmate reflects data over 5 years, the data will be 
more reliable than the 1‐year or 3‐year esƟmates and have a smaller margin of 
error. The 1‐year and 3‐year esƟmates are beƩer to use when it is more 
important that the data is current.   
 

If you feel that a 1‐year or 3‐year esƟmate would be beƩer for your research, 
go to FactFinder.com (hƩp://facƞinder2.census.gov/).  FactFinder also 
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provides informaƟon from the 
Decennial Census, Economic Census, 
American Housing Survey, 
PopulaƟon EsƟmates Program, and 
more through their search uƟlity. 
 

Displaying Margin of Error 
To display margin of error, select the 
box at the boƩom leŌ of the result 
table window (red box A). 
InformaƟon on the survey and 
esƟmate will also appear at the 
boƩom of the table (red box B).  You 
may have to scroll down for it to 
appear in the viewing window. 
 

ExporƟng to MS Excel 
You can also export the table to 
MicrosoŌ Excel to manipulate, save, 

or print your data.  In order to export to Excel, click on the “MS Excel” buƩon at the boƩom right 
of the result table window (displayed to the right with 1).  A prompt will appear, asking if you 
would like to open or save the file.  If you plan on working with the data right away, opening it 
first and then saving it would be a good opƟon. 
 

Embedding in a Website 
There is also an opƟon for embedding the Easy Stat window into a webpage.  This is handy if 
you’re puƫng together a website and want to include staƟsƟcal informaƟon that can be found 
through Easy Stats.  To embed the window, click on the embed buƩon at the  top right corner of the Easy Stat window 
(displayed above to the right with 2).  AŌer the “Embed This!” window opens, copy and paste the embed code into your 
website. 
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A 

B 

 

About the American Community Survey 
 

American Community Survey (ACS) is an ongoing survey 
that provides data every year.  Providing current 
informaƟon about their social and economic needs 
enables communiƟes to plan how their resources will 
be allocated.  This informaƟon also helps determine 
how billions of state and federal funds will be 
distributed. The survey asks about: age, sex, race, family 
and relaƟonships, income and benefits, health 
insurance, educaƟon, veteran status, disabiliƟes, 
employment and commutes, and housing and essenƟal 
costs. 
 

hƩp://www.census.gov/acs/www/ 
 

 

Difference between ACS and Census 2010 
 

StarƟng in 2010, the Census began using the short‐form 
quesƟonnaire.  The short form collects basic 
informaƟon on age, sex, race, Hispanic origin, 
household relaƟonship, tenure, and vacancy 
characterisƟcs.  The long form was considerably longer! 
It asked addiƟonal quesƟons on housing and 
socioeconomic characterisƟcs.  Now, the ACS collects 
the socioeconomic and housing characterisƟcs that 
used to be collected in the long‐form Census.   
Therefore, that informaƟon is now collected annually 
rather than every ten years and provides a more 
accurate descripƟon of the way people live in the US. 
 

hƩp://www.census.gov/acs/www/about_the_survey/
american_community_survey_and_2010_census/ 
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