
Minutes of the 

EMPOWER NORTH DAKOTA COMMISSION 

June 18, 2015 
Great River Energy 

1611 E Century Avenue  
Bismarck, ND 58503 

Members present:  
Al Anderson,  Mark Nisbet, Mike Rud, Randy 
Schneider, Jay Skabo, John Weeda, Jason 
Bohrer, Terry Goerger, Jean Schafer for Dale 
Niezwaag 

Ex Officio Members: 
Sandi Tabor, Mark Bring, Kim Bartels for Julie 
Voeck, Wade Boeshans for Margaret Hodnik  

Others present: 
Justin Dever, Department of Commerce 
Mike Fladeland, Department of Commerce 
Sherri Frieze, Department of Commerce 
Andrea Pfennig, Department of Commerce 
Scott McNally, Dept. of Commerce/Columbia Univ. 
Alexis Brinkman Baxley, ND Petroleum Council 
Karlene Fine, Industrial Commission 
Gaylon Baker, Stark Development 
Carlee McLeod, Utility Shareholders of ND 
Jay Hesse, Geronimo Energy 
Emily McKay, BSC 
Justin Kringstad, NDPA 
Cory Fong, Odney Advertising 
Mark Scheid, Ulteig Engineers, Inc. 
Jeff Heinemann, Ulteig Engineers, Inc. 
Ken Hellevang, NDSU 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME  
 Chairman Anderson called the meeting to 
order at 1:45 pm and welcomed Commission 
members and guests.   

Value Added Energy Strategy & Plan 
Mike Fladeland, Dept. of Commerce 

 Mike Fladeland discussed the Marketing Plan 
to attract petro chemical business to the state.    

 Develop a knowledge base of the petro-
chemical industry.

 Promotion and Marketing materials
 Continue to work with companies

identifying interest in ND
 Collateral activities, including incentives

and infrastructure Attachment A

Overview of Energy Projects 
Mike Fladeland, Dept. of Commerce 

 Fladeland discussed current refinery projects in 
the state, companies interested in the energy 
industry and future research and development 
technology. Attachment B 

Great Plains EmPower ND Energy 
Conference 

Emily McKay, BSC 
 McKay discussed the tentative agenda with 
planned speakers for the October 13, 2015 event to 
be held in Bismarck.   
 Companies that could sit on the Innovation 
panel was discussed.   Chairman Anderson 
mentioned to have all comments to him by July 
18th.  

Perspectives on the 64th Legislative 
Assembly 

Justin Dever, Dept. of Commerce 
 Dever gave an overview of the four bills that 
were passed by legislation; SB 2035, 2036, 2037 
and 2318.  Attachment C 
 Dever then discussed other introduced bills that 
were approved by not specifically endorsed by the 
Commission. 
 Dever also discussed the 2015-16 Interim 
Studies. Attachment D 

It was discussed to possibly invite the 
Chancellor of the University systems to a future 
EmPower ND meeting. 

EmPower ND’s effectiveness and Potential 
Changes in the Future 

Chairman Anderson 
 Chairman Anderson brought forth some issues 
that the commission had with the last session.     
 In order to correct the issues, it was mentioned 
to work with younger legislators who were not 
members of either chamber prior to earlier years of 
the EmPower ND Commission.  This would give 
them a better understanding of the purpose of the 
commission.   
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It was also discussed to meet jointly with the 
Energy Development and Transmission Committee 
when workable. 
 Last discussion was to have someone from the 
Energy Development & Transmission committee 
help carry bills forward.   
  
 

Public Comment 
 Ken Hellevang, NDSU, commented that the ND 
Alliance for Renewable Energy is interested in 
having an energy efficiency representative become 
a member of the EmPower ND Commission.  
 
 

Meeting Dates and Locations 
 It was discussed to conduct some future 
meetings the Bismarck area. 
 For the next monthly meeting, Sherri will 
conduct a Doodle Poll with members to find a 
July or August meeting date.  
 

 
 ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was adjourned unanimously at 
4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Al Anderson    Date 
Chairman   
 
 
 
 
Sherri Frieze    Date 
Recording Secretary 
 

 
 
 



Marketing Plan -- Attract Petro-Chemical Businesses to North 
Dakota 

Purpose: Promote the positive results of a study conducted by IHS Chemical and ultimately attract 

petro chemical businesses to the state. 

Background: In an effort to add value to the abundant supply of natural gas liquids (NG Ls) produced in 

North Dakota, the energy policy commission (Em Power ND) recommended that the 2013 Legislative 

Assembly provide $500,000 to conduct a study to determine value-added marketing opportunities for 

natural gas liquids (NG Ls). In November 2013 the Department of Commerce contracted with IHS 

Chemical (IHS) to perform the study. They submitted a final report in June 2014 to EmPower ND and 

provided subsequent reports to the interim Energy Development and Transmission Committee and an 

updated final report to a joint meeting of the Senate and House Energy and natural Resources 

Committee of the 2015 Legislative Assembly. 

According to IHS, "Given North Dakota's NGL advantageous feedstock and geographic 
customer position, the State has an opportunity to establish a petrochemicals industry in the 
State." Due principally to North Dakota's low cost feedstock position, the anticipated economic 
returns for the projects appear achievable, as demonstrated in IHS' report, Study to Evaluate 
Value-Added Market Opportunities for Natural Gas Liquids(NGLs) Produced in North 
Dakota,. 

Plan Components: 

IJ Develop a knowledge base of the petro-chemical industry:

1. An ongoing review of the study.
2. For purpose of education and networking with people in the industry, attend conferences

and trade shows related to NGLs and petrochemicals
a. NGL Forum, San Antonio, December 2014
b. Understanding the Global Petrochemical Industry, Houston, March 2015
c. Explore membership or participation in trade associations such as, but not limited

to, the American Chemistry Council
d. Network with the Chemical/Chemical Engineering Departments at the state

research universities and the Coatings and Polymeric Materials Department at
NDSU. It's expected that the university departments will also have information
for contacts within the petrochemical industry

e. Working with the ED&F research group, identify the study findings of what
incentives are offered by other states, as well as their strengths and weaknesses
relative to ND.

A-









Novaspect 

At their current facility in Mandan, the company sells, services, and reworks valve assemblies. The valve 

repair is handled by a Novaspect subsidiary, Midwest Valve Services. 

Their ND market is divided into 3 territories, west, central and east. They will be expanding their 

facilities to fabricate heater-treater and other process control systems for the oil patch. They also 

expect to move manufacturing and assembly work that is currently done in Chicago to the Mandan 

location 

Projects--R&D to FDtRA 

New I ight Technologies 

Newlight Technologies is a sustainable materials company, using carbon sequestration technology to 

produce clean, high-performance materials that reduce cost, maintain performance, and reverse the 

flow of carbon. It has invented and commercialized a carbon capture technology that combines air with 

methane-based greenhouse gases to produce a plastic material called AirCarbon™ : a carbon-negative 

material that can match the performance of oil-based plastics and compete on price. 

Reaction35 

Reaction35, LLC is the owner and developer of the Reaction35 Technology, a three-step process for the 

on-purpose production of petrochemicals and fuels from light hydrocarbons. Reaction35 has made the 

advancement of three applications a priority: 

rn Propane to Polymer-Grade Propylene 

111 lsobutane to High Purity lsobutylene 

rn Ethane to Aromatics (BTX) 

SCG Chemicals 

Interest in constructing a steam cracker for conversion of NGLs to chemicals, primarily ethane to 

ethylene/polyethylene. SCG Chemicals Co., Ltd based in Bangkok, THAILAND where they have 2 world

scale crackers. We met each other in the NGL summit in San Antonio ... December 2014. Forwarded the 

IHS report. 
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