
Minutes of the 

EMPOWER NORTH DAKOTA COMMISSION 

February 3, 2015 
ND Tax Department, 8th Floor Conference Room 

600 E. Boulevard, Capitol 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

 

 

  
 
Members present:  
Al Anderson, Ron Day, Jason Bohrer, Dale 
Niezwaag, Mike Rud, Jay Skabo, Terry Goerger 
 
Ex Officio Members: 
Julie Voeck 
Mark Bring 
Sandi Tabor 
 
Others present: 
Justin Dever, Department of Commerce 
Mike Fladeland, Department of Commerce 
Sherri Frieze, Department of Commerce 
Kathy Aas, Excel Energy 
Carlee McLeod, USND 
Ryan Rauschenberger, Tax Department 
Shane Goettle, Odney Advertising 
Cory Fong, Odney Advertising 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME  
 Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order 
at 1:30 p.m. and welcomed Commission members 
and guests.   
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Niezwaag and seconded 
by Day to approve the minutes of January 21st. A 
motion was made by Rud and seconded by 
Niezwaag to approve the minutes of January 
27th.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

Review of EmPower ND Bills 
Justin Dever 

 
SB 2032 – Oil and Gas Development Strategic 
Planning Authority now referred to Western 
Infrastructure Strategy Office 
Hearing this morning, EmPower members testified, 
work to be done yet in order to move forward. 
 
SB 2033 – Oil & Gas Tax Trigger Mechanism 
Heard January 27th.  
 
 
 

 
SB 2034 – Oil Gathering Pipelines Sales Tax 
Exemption 
Heard January 19th and a 10 million fiscal note is 
attached.  
 
 
SB 2035 – Value-Added Energy Facility Sales Tax 
Exemption 
Heard January 19th, no fiscal note attached. 
 
 
SB 2036 – Coal Beneficiation 
Passed Senate January 27th, now in the House. 
 
 
SB 2037 – Wind Energy Incentives & New Coal 
Mine Sales Tax Exemption 
Hearing February 2nd.  
 
 
SB 2318 – Incentivizing CO2 capture and use for 
EOR 
Hearing to be tomorrow, no fiscal note attached. 
 
 

Other Discussion 
It was questioned if the Higher Education piece of 
the Governor’s budget is to be implemented and 
funded. In response to the question, it was 
mentioned that the Education & Environment 
Division is not looking at other additions for Higher 
Education.  Chairman Anderson said he would 
follow up with the Governor’s office. 
 
    

 ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting unanimously adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Al Anderson    Date 
Chairman   
 
 
 
Sherri Frieze    Date 
Recording Secretary 


