
Minutes of the 

EMPOWER NORTH DAKOTA COMMISSION 

February 13th, 2014 
ND Department of Mineral Resources Oil and Gas Division 

1000 East Calgary Avenue  
Bismarck, ND 58503 

 
Members present:  
Al Anderson, Ron Ness, Mark Nisbet, Ron Day, 
Mike Rud, Terry Goerger, Randy Schneider, Dale 
Niezwaag, David Straley. 
 
Ex Officio Members: 
Julie Voeck, proxy for John DiDonato 
Sandi Tabor 
Margaret Hodnik 
 
Others present: 
Justin Dever, Department of Commerce 
Sherri Frieze, Department of Commerce 
Mike Fladeland, Department of Commerce 
Karlene Fine, Industrial Commission 
Julie Fedorchak, Public Service Commission 
Brian Kalk, Public Service Commission 
Ryan Rauschenberger, Tax Department 
Allison Ritter, Department of Mineral Resources 
Todd Kranda, Kelsch, Kelsch, Ruff & Kranda Law 
Firm 
Mike Jones, Lignite Energy Council 
John Olson, John M. Olson, P.C. 
Deana Wiese, ND Ethanol Council 
Cory Fong, Odney Advertising 
Don Boehm, Basin Electric Power Coop. 
Don Bari, IHS, via phone 
Ed Glatzer, IHS, via phone 
 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME  
 Chairman Anderson called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 a.m. and welcomed Commission 
members and guests.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Schneider and 
seconded by Day to approve the minutes of 
December 11th, 2013. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
 

Production Tax Credits Discussion 
 Ryan Rauschenberger, Tax Commissioner, 
discussed Tax Incentives for Wind Generation.  
These included Sales Tax Exemption, Income Tax 
Credit for Biomass, Geothermal, Solar, or Wind 
Energy Credit, Property Tax Reduction, and 
Capacity and Generation Tax. Appendix A 
 

 
 

ND Petroleum Council Flaring Task Force 
Report 

 Ron Ness, Petroleum Council presented the 
results of the study that the Task Force has been 
working with since last September 2013.   He 
mentioned that flaring on the Reservations is 
significantly greater that the statewide average.  
Appendix B 
 

Public Service Commission (PSC) 
Right of Way and Eminent Domain  

 Brian Kalk, Commissioner, opened the 
conversation with Right of Way and the Eminent 
Domain Process. Kalk said the PSC, when holding 
their Public Hearings, do not make decisions 
based on the number of easements a person may 
have. It will not become a factor in their decision 
making process.    
 Kalk then talked about the Pipeline Safety 
challenge and the need for additional natural gas 
inspectors in the state.  
 Discussion ensued regarding the regulations of 
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA).  It was questioned if 
PHMSA inspectors should continue inspecting  
pipelines within the state vs. now having a North 
Dakota PSC inspector.  
 Julie Fedorchak, Commissioner, handed out a 
spreadsheet of Government Agency Oversight of 
Energy Pipelines in ND Appendix C 
 

 
Interim Progress Report – Ethanol and 

NGL Studies 
 Don Bari and Ed Glatzer, IHS gave an 
overview of the progress on the Interim Report on 
the Ethanol and NGL Studies.  The study is 1/3 
complete, in a draft form, so a copy is not attached. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 2:30 
p.m. The meeting was adjourned unanimously. 
 
 
Al Anderson    Date 
Chairman   
 
 

Sherri Frieze    Date 
Recording Secretary 


























































































